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appointed Credit Suisse and
HSBC to look at acquiring the
business, which has access to
flights from more than 500
airlines, 65,000 hotels and 7,000
car hire locations worldwide.

Amadeus, which achieved one
of the biggest flotations this year
when it listed in Spain raising
£1 billion, declined to comment.

MARK FOXWELL
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likely at Northumbrian Water. Pen-
non's profits are expectedto fall ten
per cent to £87 million, while United
Utilities is forecast to see its profits
fall by 27 per cent to £149 million.

The review of the water industry
has been given added urgency by
the recent flooding in the Midlands
and the North-West, which has
focused attention on water infra-
structure, particularly in relation to
climate change concerns.

All the water companies will report
on bad debts this week, but the
expectation is they will note that the
major slowdown in commercial cus-
tomers has passed its peak.

The City considers the water sec-
tor to be a haven in troubled times
and analysts reckon investors could
still earn a return of ten per cent a
year over the next five years.

Severn Trent's shares closed down
5p on the week at £14.39. Invesco
Perpetual fund manager Neil Wood-
ford sold a £100 million stake in the
company in the autumn.
• Philip Green, the chief executive
of United Utilities, may announce
he is stepping down after five years
in the role at the group's interim
results on Wednesday.

PICK-ME-UP: Landlord Lee Devilliers holds a parcel for Bronwyn Cooper

IN times gone by, taking the
dog for a walk' used to be a
handy excuse to pop down to the
pub for a swift pint or two.

Now, however, you can leave
Fido at home and announce
instead that you are off to pick
up the Christmas shopping. A
service allowing people to
collect online shopping from
their local pub is targeting busy
workers who are planning to do
their Christmas shopping online.

Use Your Local, founded by
former Scottish & Newcastle
manager Stuart Mills, 40, is
launching its festive campaign
tomorrow to get as many pubs
as possible to join the scheme.

'It's a great way to get your
Christmas presents,' he said.
'There is nothing more annoying
than staying at home all day for
a delivery that never comes, or
queuing at a Post Office to pick
up a parcel. And receptionists at
work are fed up with deliveries
sent to the office.

'This service puts pubs at the
heart of their community and
there is nothing more enjoyable
than an excuse for a quick pint.'

It costs pubs £50 a year to
subscribe to the service. They

then give customers a unique
code to enter when they buy
items from Amazon, for
example. The landlord receives
an email saying that a delivery
is on its way and hands it to the
owners when they drop in.

From tomorrow, the details of
every pub in mainland Britain
will also be on useyourlocal.
com. Customers will be able to
rate their local for quality of
food and drink, service and
whether it has a beer garden or
hosts a pub quiz, for instance.

The site is backed by drinks
companies Diageo - which owns
Guinness, Smirnoff and
Gordon's gin - Heineken UK and
Coca-Cola, which will receive
feedback on drink purchases.

Lee Devilliers, landlord of the
Nightingale pub in Balaam,
south London, which was
recently awarded the title of
Proudest Pub in Britain, was
one of the first to sign up and
said Ms regulars had found it
really useful.

'We've got a spare room where
we keep all the parcels and it
has been a great boost to
business/ he said.
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